
others but we should believe in the 

principles of justice so strongly that we 

are willing to fight for and with those 

who are treated unjustly. The truth of 

the matter is that regardless of who is 

being treated unjustly, we are all im-

pacted in one way or another. This is 

why it is important to take a stand 

against injusticeéanywhere! 

     If we stand by and watch while 

shaking our heads, then we ñco-signò 

on the injustice and compromise our 

own values. But, if we let our voices be 

heard and stand up for what is right, we 

have chance to be the change that we 

hope to inspire. 

     Be a person of character and integ-

rity by doing the right thing even when 

we could do wrong and get away with 

it. In doing these things, we demon-

strate our commitment to justice not for 

ñjust usò but for others.  

    This quote below by Dr. King em-

bodies the essence of justice. But in 

order to understand the message be-

hind Dr. Kingôs words, an understand-

ing of what justice really means is in 

order. 

     Even though the literal pronuncia-

tion of the word justice sounds a bit 

like ñjust-us,ò the truth of the matter is 

that true justice is not ever about ñjust 

us.ò Justice is being truthful, impartial, 

and fair in our dealings with people in 

our world. It involves being someone 

who is committed to focusing on the 

content of oneôs character rather than 

the color of their skin, ethnic back-

ground, or religious beliefs. Knowing 

this, we are better able to understand 

what it is Dr. King is saying to us.  Just 

what is Dr. King saying? 

     I believe Dr. King is saying that not 

only should we practice being just to 
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When Opportunity Knocks 

     We are very excited about the start of 

our Saturday Opportunity for Academic 

Readiness (SOAR) Academy. 

Just what is SOAR Academy? 

     SOAR Academy is a weekend in-

structional experience designed to assist 

students in building the skill sets needed 

to make the academic gains necessary to 

perform at grade level. In particular, 

SOAR Academy engages students in 

activities and instruction designed to 

empower them to increase their perform-

ance on the Measures of Academic Pro-

gress (MAP) Test and in the classroom. 

     Students assigned to SOAR Academy 

meet two or more of the following crite-

ria: 
Receive a MAP RIT score that is 

two or more years below grade level 
Are in danger of failing two or more 

content areas courses as determined 

by progress reports & in-class as-

sessments 
Have excessive absence and/or tar-

diness in a content area class that 

has resulted in student falling be-

hind to the point of being at risk of 

not acquiring the skill set or mastery 

of the objectives necessary for pro-

motion 
By teacher recommendation 

 
     SOAR Academy classes begin at 

8:45am and end at 12:00 noon.  Partici-

pants will receive additional academic 

support in Math and Reading. Instruc-

tion for these classes will be provided by 

trained professionals from the Catapult 

Learning organization. 

     Contact Ms. Green at MRA for more 

information in enrolling your scholar in 

this program. 

ñInjustice anywhere is a threat 

to justice everywhere. .ò 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Students of the Month 
 

DeAndre A.-S. 
6th Grade 

Stephanie R. 
7th Grade 

Caleb D. 
8th Grade 

Shamir T. 
Specials 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Perfect Attendance: 

December 
 

Shakym Gibbs 

Jaylan Hudson 

Ike Thomas 

Khalil Parish 

Faye Williams 

Mia Burnside 

Jacques Gibson 

Briana Marks 

Aaliyah Holloway 

NaKecia Mack 

 

School Leaderôs 

Improvement Award 
 

Lasko Jackson, Jr. 
7th Grade 

 

Lionôs Pride Teacher Award 
 

Ms. Vivion 
8th Grade 

Clockwise From Top Left: Kia and Rachael of Harvard celebrate the upcoming winter break; Alex and 
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for the Winter 2010 Auction; Jerome of Texas Tech show off some of the swag he purchased at the Win-

ter 2010 Auction; The Scholars of UWM perform a play for their Language Arts class; The gentlemen of 

Arizona homeroom pose during Advisory. 


